Portfolio Project 
Introduction
Aim:  to build a portfolio of images on a subject of your interest. Preferably, this should be fresh work rather than using images acquired over many years. It would be ideal if all of the group were working on their individual projects in the same time period. In this way we can share our experiences. I hope that by the end of the Spring term some of us will have completed our portfolios and be ready to show them to the group.
Photography as Communication

· Photography is a form of non-verbal communication (like painting or music)

· Photographer→(thought/idea)→ Viewer

· A photograph is a form of “statement” about something: the more compelling the image, the stronger the statement!
The Critical Question

· How does a photographer proceed to create this meaningful statement?

· There are both personal and practical considerations

· 1) What are your interests?

· 2) How do you respond to your interests?

Focused effort

· You must concentrate your serious efforts on those areas of greatest interest to you

· You must also concentrate on areas where you have personal opinions

· It is impossible to say anything worthwhile about a subject you find uninteresting

Enthusiasm

· The first thing to look for in determining your interests is enthusiasm

· Enthusiasm + talent + hard work = success

· Talent can be nurtured: we must progress from casual, ‘once-over’ looking to seeing with insight. This takes practice but is an essential skill in all fields of photography

Photographic choices

· Ask what you are drawn to – what intrigues you?

· What interests you when you don’t have a camera in-hand?

· When you find something of importance, it will be compelling and should create an emotional response

Some suggestions of subjects
· Nature: landscapes, seascapes, skyscapes, botany, wildlife, macro photography of insects, geology & fossils

· Urban: cityscapes and architecture

·  People: portraiture, street photography

· Action photography: sports, human reaction and interaction at events

· Fine art: pure design and colour arrangements, abstraction

· Machines: cars, trains, planes, etc.

· Ethnography

· Archaeology
· Ecology
· Food and cooking

· Arts and crafts: images of people using their skills to creat objects 
Portfolio Project

· Build up a portfolio of strong images that express your enthusiasm for a subject – your personal interpretation and expression
· You will face difficulties and technical challenges along the way as you try to express your personal vision (we can deal with these as you progress)
· In overcoming these challenges you will learn new skills

Outcome: presentation to the group
· Present the portfolio to the group

· This may only take 20 minutes or so

· Limit the number of images to about 12 
· The challenge is to convey your enthusiasm of the subject to the viewers
· The presentation will then be followed by a group discussion

· The best of the images will be used on our web site

They say a picture is worth a thousand words – let’s put it to the test!
